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Mr. Biggar's account, being confined to " the early trading com- 
panies," ceases with the resumption of operations by the Company of 
New France in the summer of 1633. He has given us a comprehensive 
resume of the commercial history of the province up to that point, with 
every indication of earnest study of original authorities, tempered by 
judicious discrimination. Foot-notes, chiefly of citation, abound ; and 
of the 296 pages of text, 126 are devoted to a detailed recitation and 
helpful discussion of the principal sources for the study of New France. 
An excellent working index is another acceptable feature of this admir- 
able monograph. 

R. G. Thwaites. 

China and the Allies. By A. Henry Savage Lanoor. (New York : 

Charles Scribner's Sops. 1901. Two Vols., pp. xxv, 382; 

xxv, 446.) 

The object of this work is to furnish a brief account of the organi- 
zation of the Boxers and a detailed history of the military operations 
which ended in the capture of Peking and the deliverance of the for- 
eigners and Chinese Christians shut up in the legations in the summer of 
1900. The author appears to have been present at the capture of Tien- 
tsin and on the successful march of the allied troops to Peking. He gives 
a diary of the events occurring during the siege of the legations. He 
compiled it from the statements of persons who were shut up in the city. 
But he has furnished us the most minute and complete account of what 
befell them that we have seen. Much interest is added to his narrative 
by excellent maps of the country traversed and of the battle-fields, and 
by numerous pictures of buildings and scenes. Many of these are repro- 
ductions of photographs taken by the author, sometimes while under fire. 

Of especial value to one who wishes to study the history of these 
hostilities are the edicts of the Emperor and proclamations issued by 
the Boxers and by Chinese commanders. These reveal very plainly the 
means taken by the Boxers to incite hatred of the foreigners and also the 
sympathy of many of the high officials with the Boxers, even when they 
were pretending to foreigners that they were endeavoring to suppress 
them. A number of these papers are, it is believed, for the first time 
spread before English-speaking readers, and throw great light on the 
motives, temper and purposes of Chinese leaders. Very significant are 
copies of papers found in the office of the viceroy at Tientsin, whose 
conduct the British consul, deceived, had been reporting to his govern- 
ment as "very correct." These papers show that he had been paying 
rewards for the heads of foreigners and pensioning the families of Boxers, 
while persuading the foreign consuls that he was busy in endeavoring to 
put down the Boxers. 

It is well-known that secret societies have long been numerous in 
China. They have had various objects, political, economic, social, relig- 
ious. Mr. Landor traces the Boxer society back as far as 1747, when it 
was active in causing the expulsion of the Jesuits, and identifies it with a 
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secret society, which the government endeavored to suppress in 1809. The 
members have always been opposed to foreigners. Mr. Landor says, and 
truly we believe, that in their recent uprising they had in mind not exclu- 
sively attacks on missionaries and native converts to Christianity, but also 
attacks on all " foreign devils." The reform movement of 1898 at the 
court, the seizure of territory by foreign nations, the failure of crops in 
the northern provinces, the threats by Europe of dividing the empire, all 
conspired to intensify the hatred of foreigners. At first, railway engi- 
neers and consular officers were slain as ruthlessly as missionaries. In 
the end, the missionaries who were killed were more numerous than other 
victims, because they were scattered through the interior of the country 
whence escape was impossible. The author involves the Buddhist priests 
heavily in the blame for the attacks on foreigners. One cannot but ques- 
tion whether his sufferings at the hands of the Buddhist Lamas in Tibet 
have not led him to judge too harshly of the priests in China proper. 
Apparently the sight of one (Vol. II., p. 248) fills him with such rage 
that he cannot resist the temptation to seize him by the neck and throw 
him out of doors. 

He criticises severely, but not unjustly, most of the foreign ministers at 
Peking for being so reluctant to believe the warnings, given them at an 
early date by the missionaries, of the impending danger. He has many 
unfavorable comments on the British minister, Sir Claude MacDonald. 

His careful narrative of the siege of the legations, arranged as a diary, 
is so minute and vivid, that one can hardly persuade himself that the au- 
thor was not present. The great event will probably never be paralleled. 
The fortitude, bravery, and patience of the women as well as of the men 
will always make the siege one of the most memorable on record. The 
narrative of the siege of the French cathedral is one of the most thrilling 
chapters in the history of sieges, and is well told, mainly in the words of 
Bishop Favier, who was in the cathedral enclosure from the beginning to 
the end. 

The characterization of the soldiers of the different nations furnishes 
some of the most interesting chapters. His commendations of the Amer- 
icans are hearty, though he criticises the American commander for not 
studying enough the comfort of his men, especially in the choice of 
grounds for camping. Like all observers, he indulges in high praise of 
the Japanese for excellence of organization and bravery in action. His 
description of the Chinese regiment, which the British brought up from 
Wei-Hai-Wei shows that General Gordon was right in saying that with 
proper training and under good leadership the Chinese make excellent 
soldiers. 

These volumes are so bulky and the interest in the long narrative is 
so well sustained that the author might well have omitted about a hun- 
dred pages of matter not immediately connected with his story. Several 
chapters are devoted to a journey which he made to a Trappist monas- 
tery in 1 891, and several others to a sketch of the conquest of China by 
the Manchus and to a brief history of the Emperors for the last two cen- 
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turies and a half. Interesting in themselves these chapters treat of sub- 
jects remote from the main theme, and unduly swell volumes already 
quite large enough. The publishers have spared no pains to present the 
work in an attractive form. 

James B. Angell. 

La Methode Historique appliquee aux Sciences Societies. Par Ch. 
Seignobos, Maitre de Conferences a la Faculte des Lettres de 1' Uni- 
versity de Paris. (Paris, Alcan, 1901, pp. ii, 322.) This little book, 
the outgrowth of a course of lectures given at the College Libre des 
Sciences Sociales at Paris, falls into two parts of about equal length. 
The first is a general account of the processes of historical criticism 
and historical synthesis, and thus covers much the same ground as 
the Introduction aux Etudes Historiques of Langlois and Seignobos. 
The presentation is, however, simpler and clearer than in the Introduc- 
tion ; the doctrine is more carefully worked out at some points, as in the 
distinction between legal and historical evidence and between the meth- 
ods of the natural and those of the social sciences. The illustrations, 
too, are chosen mainly from the fields of the economist and the statis- 
tician, and much that would interest primarily the historian is omitted. 
The second part deals with the application of historical method to his- 
toire sociale, by which the author means the history of economic and 
demographic facts and theories. To M. Seignobos history is not a sci- 
ence ; there is no body of facts which are by their nature historical ; 
things become historical only by virtue of being indirectly, or historic 
ally, known. History is only a method, but it is a method which is ab- 
solutely fundamental for the social sciences, since by far the greater por- 
tion of their materials, even when contemporary, comes to the investi- 
gator indirectly, as the result of others' observation, and since the 
phenomena of the present cannot be understood without taking account 
of their evolution from the past. The difficulties of method and subject- 
matter which have retarded the development of economic history till it 
lags behind all other branches of history, are examined in a series of 
chapters which consider at some length the nature of the subject and its 
relations to other fields of historical study. The author distinctly rejects 
the so-called materialistic conception of history. The economic facts are 
not fundamental ; the form of production does not determine political 
organization or intellectual and social life, but is rather determined by 
theni. " Economic history can be understood only by the study of the 
other branches of history ; it is only a fragment of the general history of 
humanity." The second part of the book is addressed more directly 
to students of social science than to historians, but the subjects treated 
are closely related to the general field of history, and the discussion is so 
fresh and original and contains at the same time so many sound observa- 
tions that it deserves to be widely read. The volume should certainly 

be translated into Knavish. 

C. H. H. 



